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Policy. House Panel Hears Health Care Challenges The House of Representatives Energy and Commerce Health Subcommittee on Tuesday morning heard testimony on the causes and solutions to the problems facing America’s health care system. The testimony focused on the Affordable Care Act
(ACA), the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act (PPACA), alternative payment models, predictive analytics, and emerging areas of health care. Hearings start at 9:00 a.m. Below is a sample of some of the topics discussed during Tuesday’s hearing. Other topics discussed are included in a
recommended exhibit attached. Why the ACA Is Failing (Mike Grace, Actuarial Congress) Mike Grace, Actuarial Congress, discussed the statistics that show increases in the health care cost trend, the costs of health care, and the share of national income taken up by health care. He then explained
his belief that the problems in the health care system are rooted in the economics of the traditional fee-for-service payment system. He stressed that the ability to provide quality care should be the foundation of payment, and that payment should be patient-centered and transparent so individuals
can make optimal decisions regarding their health and wellness. So How Do We Fix It? (Jim Martin, Partners HealthCare) Jim Martin, President of Partners HealthCare, a hospital system based in Boston, discussed the need for health care payers to change the traditional fee-for-service model, which
he argued is disconnected from the clinical care experience. He stressed the need for payment systems to value the outcomes of care. He explained how his hospital system has adapted payer- c6a93da74d
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