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are lots of known techniques for picking, sorting and shipping products. For example, see U.S. Pat. Nos.
4,875,832; 4,920,339; 5,454,419; 5,520,701; 5,555,680; 5,634,386; 5,673,901; 5,807,242; 5,908,043; 6,038,910;
6,073,817; 6,075,797; 6,101,971; 6,126,738; 6,177,995; and 6,282,890, incorporated herein by reference in their
entirety. In the packaging of products, a manufacturer is often faced with a need to sort products from unsorted
and/or unpackaged product streams into a plurality of containers. A common practice is for the manufacturer to
perform the sorting and/or unpackaging manually, using either human packers or automated packagers, which
can either be of the gravity type, using a moving conveyor belt or the like, or of the belt type, using one or more
conveyor belts for vertical transfer of the products. Examples of belt-type packers are found in U.S. Pat. Nos.
5,908,043; 6,073,817; 6,101,971; 6,126,738; and 6,282,890. In many cases, the manufacturers have the need to
sort or unpack products which are transported or move on a conveyor-like carrier. Such an example is the case of
video tapes, which are often transported on a roll or on a pair of rolls, from one step in a process to the next, and
subsequently presented to the user. Other common examples of this type of product are computer tapes and laser
disks. There are many known techniques for picking, sorting and shipping products. For example, see U.S. Pat.
Nos. 4,875,832; 4,920,339; 5,454,419; 5,520,701; 5,555,680; 5,634,386; 5,673,901; 5,807,242; 5,908,043;
6,038,910; 6,073,
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